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What is Wrong? 



Psalm 78:1-4 

“We will not hide them from our 
children; we will tell the next generation 
the praiseworthy deeds of the Lord, His 
power, and the wonders He has done. 
He . . . Commanded our forefathers to 
teach their children, so the next 
generation would know them, even the 
children yet to be born and they in turn 
would tell their children. “  
 



Intergenerational Worship--  
     All Ages Present 



Have You Ever Wondered … 



God is not Age Specific 





 Values of Intergenerational  
  Worship 

n The 2005 Faith Communities 
Today Survey of 884 randomly 
sampled U.S. congregations 
found that keeping children with 
adults can help churches grow 
– if they also involve children in 
worship through speaking, 
reading, and performing.  



Church Growth 

n Families are looking for creative, 
responsible and caring approaches 
to including children in the life of the 
church. 

n Helping to teach values and 
important lessons in memorable 
ways. 



2. BELONGINGNESS 



3. RELATIONSHIP BUILDING 

n Often provides one of the 
only avenues for 
interaction and integration 
between older and 
younger members of a 
community. 



4. CHARACTER BUILDING 



 
The phrase ‘all generations’ appears 91 times in the 

Bible. God does not form our character all at once or all 
by himself. Nor does he expect us to unilaterally form 

our own character. God acts on us through others. 
Interaction among generations is necessary for forming 

faith and character. Each age learns from another,” 
Vanderwell says 



5. EVERYONE PARTICIPATES, 
EVERYONE LEARNS 



6. EVERY MEMBER A 
MINISTER  



7. LEARNING ALONGSIDE 
CHILDREN 

n Helps younger members 
understand our values and 
articulate them – Learning, 
especially for the young, is 
more effective in 
experiential settings and 
through stories.



8. TRAINING GROUND FOR 
LEADING SKILLS 



INVOLVE DIFFERENT AGES IN 
LEADING WORSHIP 

A preschooler turns pages while her father plays violin 

Two teens and a 90-year-old former pastor read Scripture at the 
same service. 

Whole families sing together on praise teams. Other vocal or 
instrumental teams have mixed ages of unrelated people. 

Evening services sometimes begins with a short sanctuary 
service. Then all ages gather around tables in the narthex to 
discuss the morning sermon.  



The Living Word Christian Fellowship,     
   Hamilton, Ontario (SDA) 



 The Living Word Christian    
    Fellowship Praise Team 

n Children and 
teens lead out 
in the praise 
team on the 
inaugural 
Sabbath on 
May 19, 2001. 



HOW DO WE DO 
INTERGENERATIONAL WORSHIP? 



Participation in Sermon 



The leader 
says a few 

words (“Lord, 
our Lord.”)  

The	  kids	  repeat	  the	  
phrase.	  The	  worshipers	  
echo	  back.	  And	  so	  it	  
goes	  in	  three	  parts	  
through	  the	  whole	  
psalm	  –	  “Lord,	  our	  

Lord…how	  wonderful	  
…	  is	  your	  name	  …”	  	  

Responsive	  
reading	  

guaranteed	  to	  
help	  everyone	  
experience	  the	  

psalm’s	  
exuberance.  

Responsive     Reading 





Congregational Prayers 



Adventist Home, 
   p. 281 

“He	  does	  not	  despise,	  neglect,	  or	  leave	  
behind	  the	  children	  of	  the	  flock.	  	  He	  has	  not	  
bidden	  us	  move	  forward	  and	  leave	  them.	  	  He	  
has	  not	  travelled	  so	  hasFly	  as	  to	  leave	  us	  with	  
our	  children	  behind.	  	  Oh,	  no;	  but	  He	  has	  
evened	  the	  path	  to	  life,	  even	  for	  children.	  	  
And	  parents	  are	  required	  in	  His	  name	  to	  lead	  
them	  along	  the	  narrow	  way.	  	  God	  has	  
appointed	  us	  a	  path	  suited	  to	  the	  strength	  
and	  capacity	  of	  children.	  	  	  



Books That Give Insight Into Outlooks 
and Concerns of the Young  



Books That Give You Insight Into 
Concerns of the Young and Old 



New Resources Coming 

 



Learn More from Others 


